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From the (Portland) Christian Intelligencer. 
DIALOGUE 
Between a Universalist and a Calvinistic Baptist. 

[It is proper to observe, that the conversation, of 
which the following is the substance, was in the 
presence of a sick man, who professed a belief in 
the final salvation of all men. The Calvinistic Bap- 
tist had frequently visited the declining man, and in 
addition to deeds of kindness, had endeavoured to 
shake his faith in the doctrine he professed. He 
expressed a fearful concern for the immortal wel- 
fare of his sick neighbour, and did all in his power 
to alarm him, and destroy his confidence in the God 
f his salvation. When the “ Universalist” entered 
the room, the “ Baptist” was relating the religious 
exercises and joys of a pious old lady, whom he 
considered a remarkable example of christian re- 
signation. After the usual civilities, and he had 
xplained the nature of his discourse, the Baptist 
pro¢eeded as follows :} 

Baptist. The old lady is really pious, and gives 
the fullest evidence of being a child of God. Her 
mind seems to be wholly exercised in religion, she 
is waiting till her change come, that she may go 
and be with Christ. O, it is a blessed thing to give 
such evidence of being born again by the Holy 
Spirit, to be reconciled and happy in view of death 
ind eternity. 

Universalist. Yes, Sir, it is truly gratifying to 
witness a scene like that you were mentioning. I 
can speak experimentally, when I say it is a serious, 
pleasing sight, to behold such instances of pious 
resignation. It has been my privilege to visit many, 
whose minds were in a purely religious frame. I 
liave just left the sick chamber of an elderly woman, 
vho is probably in a consumption ; she is as per- 
fectly willing to die, as any persoa in town is to live 
ind enjoy good health. Her faith in Christ is so 
great and lively, that her only fear appears to be, 
that she may possibly recover, and not go immedi- 
ately to be with Christ. So I suppose, sir, that you 
would consider her “a child of God,”—would you 
not ? 

B. Why, I do not know as I should. Much de- 
pends on circumstances in such cases. 

U. Ah, and what are the circumstances to which 
you allude ? 

B. Well, I wiil tell you, sir. It would be ne- 
cessary to know that the person had experienced 
religion, and had given evidence of a renewed 
heart, by a life of piety and godliness. 

U. But if all that is necessary to show that one 
is the child of God, why do you take so much pains 
to alter tire faith of people on a death-bed? Suppose 





you covert them to your opinion, will that enable 
them to exhibit a previous life of piety ? 

B. Why, no, I don’t know as it would; but 
there are some instances in which God performs 
his strange work, and plucks sinners, as brands from 
the burning, even in their last sickness. Still I do 
not consider it safe, in general, to depend on death- 
bed repentance. 

U. Very well, sir, you shail bave things accord- 
ing to your own weight and measure. The aged 
woman of whom I was speaking, was converted 
many years ago, joined an orthodox church in this 
town, and has ever since maintained a good chris- 
tian character, as the venerable clergyman to whose 
church she belonged can testify. Are these circum- 
stances enough to convince you of her piety and 
fitness for heaven ? 

B. 1 do not know as they are. I should wish to 
know that she embraced the leading points of the 
gospel, before I passed my judgment in her favour. 

U. But it appears to me, you change your 
ground often. Just now, you called a reconciled, 
happy frame of mind, the brightest evidence of 
one’s being the child of God; then, you required 
certain circumstances, as the one thing needful in 
the case; but having them furnished, you are now 
after something else, and must have them believe 
right, as well as feel and act right. But never mind 
that; perhaps we shall agree in the sequel, notwith- 
standing these mtroductory differences. What are 
those points that you consider so essential ? 

B. Why, there are many important points in 
the faith of God’s children. But a cordial beliet in 
the necessity of 1epentance, of regeneration by the 
Holy Spirit, and of being saved by Jesus Christ, 
and by him alone, is indispensable to the christian 
faith. 

U. 
aged person, I was speaking of, is a true child of 
God ; for she is very clear and stedfast on all those 
points. She holds that repentance is essential to 
salvation—that every hard and corrupt heart must 
be renewed, and that not one sinner will be, or can 
be saved, excepting through Jesus Christ. Sel 
conclude you will own her as a child of God. 

B. O yes, I don’t know but I shall, if all that is 
true, and I have no right to dispute vour word. 

U. Weil, sir, [ am really glad to see you so 
liberal, and reasonable, after so long arun. I am 
the more pleased because the good old lady inform- 
ed me, a few days ago, that she believed in the doc- 
trine of Universal Salvation, when she joined par- 
son K*****’s church, and that he knew it; that she 
had remained in the same faith ever since; and, 


Very good, sir; you must yet admit that the 
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ing all the pains that had been taken, 
before and since her sickness to alter her belief, she 
continued to increase in faith and joy; that her Sa- 
viour appears more and more precious; and that he 


————— 


notwithstand 


is able and willing to restore, in his own proper 
time, the whole world of mankind. She— 

B. Ah, you have said enough to convince me 
that she is not a christian; she is not a child of 
God ; it is impossible. 

U. 

B. 


brace that fatal delusion. 


But why so, my dear sir ? 

Because she cannot be a christian and em- 
No child of God ever be- 
lieved that dangerous heresy. It causes them grief 
to see others embrace it. 

U. What do you mean by heresy? It cannot 
be a cordial assent to the leading points just men- 
tioned. 

B. O no; it is the belief that all maukind will 
be finally saved. 

U. Then you call it heresy, on account of the 
number embraced in the faith, and not on account of 
the means by which the great work is effected ? 

B. No, you don’t exactly understand me; I 
mean that a belief in your doctrine is enough to 
convince me, that the person who has that faith is 
not a child of God, or a true christian. 

U. Well, sir, now I understand you; your mean- 
ing is, that no person can be a christian, unless he 
believes in the doctrine of endless misery. That 
repentance, reformation, and forty or fifty years’ 
walk of piety, together with a calm and fearless re- 
signation to the will of God on a bed of sickness 
and of death; must all become prostrate before this 
all-essential article of the faith. You 
mean to tell me, that J am not a christian, but an 
infidel or a heretic. 

B. Yes, you may have it so, if you please; 
though I don’t wish to say any thing to give offence, 
or that may be considered improper. 

U. You have done right, sir, in dealing plainly 
with me; I want no flattery; nor shall I take any 
offence at your frankness. I have a different opin- 
ion of you, from what you have of me; I consider 


orthodox 


you a pious, well meaning christian, though I think 
you imbibe some very erroneous notions of religion. 
But since you believe yourself to be a real chris- 
tian, by having been made to believe in that without 
which no man can be a child of God, I wish you to 
instruct me a litile, that I may not remain in the 
gross darkness in which you think lam. Let me 
inquire, what the unrenewed sinner must do, in 
order to save himself, or induce God to save him. 
Because, if any thing can be done by me to escape 
eternal wo, I engage to set myself about it forth- 
with. 

B. ©, you misunderstand my meaning, if you 
suppose I would imply, that any thing can be done 
by us to save ourselves. The sinner is ina depraved 
and entirely helpless state. He is blind, and deaf, 
and lost, even dead in trespasses and sins, and has 
no more power to renew his own soul, than a dead 
man has to see, or hear, or feel, or rise up and walk. 
I remember very well how it was with me when | 
was converted. The work was wholly of God. I 
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stood out against the Divine Spirit, till I was over 
come by its almighty power, and compelled to sub 
mit. I can take no part of the praise to myself: 
the glory belongs to God, because the work is alto 
gether his. If the sinner could do any thing towards 
his own salvation, he would have a right to claim 
part of the praise, should he do all that was in his 
power. But God has assured his people, that he 
will not give his praise to another. 

U. Ithank you, sir, for your kindness in putting 
me back into your path again. You do not hold 
then, that an unconverted person can do any thing, 
whatever, towards his salvation ; but that it is whol 
ly of God. The sinner is blind, deaf, helpless, an¢ 
entirely dependant on the agency of the Spirit, for 
his conversion and salvation. 

B. Yes, that is my meaning; and not, as you 
were disposed to imply, that the sinner must do 
something to save himself. If salvation was of 
works, there would be no need of grace; but we 
are saved by grace, and not by works. 

U. Well, sir, since we thus far understand each; 
other, I want to ask you, what you are calculating 
to effect by your labours on this sick man? Iam 
told that you are daily warning him of his danger, 
exhorting him to repent, to secure an interest in 
Christ, before it is for ever too late ; and much more 
of the same kind. Now, what propriety is there in 
such exhortations ? 

B. Why, Mr. S.——, do you not admit that 
the sinner should improve the means of grace, and 
seek for repentance, and ask God for his Holy Spir- 
it? I want Mr. N———— to submnit to the operations 
of God’s Spirit, and fall in with the overtures of 
mercy. God is willing to save, if he will but com 
ply with the conditions of the gospel, while the 
door of mercy is open. 

U. But I am really surprised at your language, 
Capt. B Do you mean that a dead ian, o: 
one who is unconverted, can comply with the terms 
of mercy? And if he should comply with the con- 
ditions of the gospel, as you call them, would he 
not do something towards his salvation? If he can- 
not be saved unless he does something, and by do- 
ing it is saved, | am sure you will not persist in 
saying, he has done nothing towards his salvation. 
Will you just inform this sick man of one thing, 
which he can do, to secure his eternal salvation ? 

B. Tell him, what he can do? Why, I just now 
told you that salvation was wholly of God, and that 
the creature’s works had nothing to do with it. God 
knows who are his people, and he makes them wil- 
ling in the day of his power; and they give all the 
glory to him. This is the way in which I under- 
stand the subject, and it appears piain and easy to 
all the dear children of God. But those who are 
unrenewed, and unconverted and blind, cannot see 
the beauty of this work of God for his children. 

U. Very well; having settled one point, and 
ascertained that, according to your creed, the sin- 
ner can do nothing but stand still and see the salva- 
tion of God, I will take the liberty to ask you what 
you mean by the dear children of God, and by their 
salyation. Do you mean that God has elected 4 
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definite number of his sinful offspring, and that he 
saves them in his own time and way ? 

B. Why, that is a subject I do not care say- 
ing much about. I generally tell people who ask 
me that question, that God is willing to save all 
penitent sinners ; and that if they come to him, in 
the way the gospel prescribes, tiat he will accept of 
them and save them. This is as much as I think it 
prudent to say to unrenewed people, on that point. 


it is a very delicate subject, and must be handled in 





, delicate manner. 

U. Lunderstand you, sir; but then your answer 
Joes not satisfy me at all. You need not use any 
reserve with me; for any thing that looks like equi- 
vocation is by no means calculated to satisfy my 
mind. I did not ask you about God’s being willing 
that men should be saved ; but I inquired, whether 
or no you admit that he has a purpose in sending 
his Son into the world? When God sent the Lord 
Jesus to die for men, did he determine to save and 
make happy a certain number of the human family ; 
or was he less careful concerning the final result of 
his mission, than of the consequences which might 
follow the fall of a sparrow, or of an hair from 
your head? Now be honest, aud let us know your 
views. 

B. Indeed, it is a very delicate point; and I 
chose to touch upon it cautiously. But when I do 
see fit to express my opinion on the subject, I am 
constrained to say, that I believe God has chosen a 
certain part of mankind for himself, on whom he 
intended to pour his grace, even before Adam was 
created. They are his chosen people, and he de- 
termined to save them from all eternity. He chose 
them in the covenant of his grace, and their salva- 
tion is just as certain as the oath of God. But I 
don’t wish to say this before unrenewed people, 
because it is naturally calculated to harden their 
hearts and make them worse. 

U. Now you talk candidly, and give us some 
information concerning your real belief. You and 
[are perfectly agreed that all will be finally made 
happy, whom God included in the covenant of mer- 
ey; but I want to know, whether you suppose there 
is any way provided for the salvation of those help- 
less, ruined sinners, whom God did not, according 
to your views, design to save by his Son? Can you 
tell me how, they can obtain eternal life and be hap- 
py for ever ? 

B. 1 don’t wish to say any thing on that point, 
I must leave them in the hands of a merciful God ; 
he best knows what will become of them. 

U. But, sir, I cannot believe you are sincere in 
what you now say. You do not believe that God 
is merciful towards them, however he may be, as it 
respects “his people.” Do be honest once more: 
and tell us plainly whether these sinners can possi- 
bly, all things considered, be saved. Reinember, sir, 
we are in the company of a sick man, who takes 
the deepest interest in what we say. 

B. Well, let it go that the finally impenitent 
were not included in the covenant of mercy ; still 
they ought to strive to flee from the wrath to come. 
We don’t know who are chosen and who are uot; 


HERALD. oo 


ey ——E ee 











so there is no excuse for indifference; God will 
not save without the use of means. 

U. But what means can people use, if God has 
reprobated them to endless misery ? There are no 
means for them; and why not say it, in so many 
words? Why talk about their using means to be 
saved ? You know it is altogether preposterous and 
deceptive. And now I want you to tell me, what 
the elect are saved from? 

B. Why, they are by nature and practice as sin- 
ful as others, and as such, exposed to God’s ever- 
lasting displeasure. But he interposes with his 
blood, and saves them from the wrath to come. 

U. It cannot be that you understand yourself, 
my friend. If God chose an elect number, from 
eternity, do you not see that never since they were 
thus chosen, could they be exposed to such punish- 
inent? The elect were never in the danger you de- 
scribe, even according to your own creed. Not 
only so, but the non-elect can never be in less dan- 
ger; because no way is provided for their salvation. 
Of what service, then, are all your frightful warn- 
ings? Nor is that the most palpable inconsistency, 
in your docrine. If God was angry with the elect, 
and wanted to damn them, how came a way to be 
provided for their escape ? Could he be full of wrath 
towards them, and yet love them so as to save them 
from his own wrath ? Look at your scheme, sir, and 
see its absurdities. It is full of contradictions and 
inconsistencies, But lest we should exhaust the 
strength of the sick man, I shal! refrain from making 
any farther remarks. 

——i 
From the (Philadelphia) Reformer. 

Mr. Editor—Ot all the absurdities which have 
crept into the Christian church and injured the 
Christian name, long and frequent prayers appear 
to me the most palpable. Something might possi- 
bly be said in behalf of those long-winded petitions 
tothe Throne of Grace, if there were no definite 
regulations on the subject in the Scriptures. But 
there are instructions on this subject in the Scrip- 
tures; and they are of the most positive nature ; 
and furthermore they were delivered by Christ 
himself, and that too, to his apostles, the ministers 
of his church. What can be more explicit than 
the following verses of the 6th chapter of Mat- 
thew ? 

5. “And when thou prayest thou shalt not be as 
the hypocrites; for they love to pray standing in 
the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, 
that they may be seen of men. 

7. “But when ve pray, use not vain repetitions, 
as the Heathen; for they think they shall be heard 
for their much speaking. 

8. “Be not ye therefore like unto them: for 
your Father knoweth what things ye have need of 
before ye ask him.” 

And yet the ministers of the Gospel, officers of 
colleges, with the Bible in their hands, learning in 
their heads, and pretended piety in their hearts, 
live in continued and open violation of precepts so 
plain and positive. Surely the learned gentlemen 





must be extremely ignorant of their Divine Mas- 
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ter’s injunctions, or else bare-faced hypocrites: the 
latter seems the most probable. 

What is the substance of these prayers? Do they 
consist of any thing except “ vain repetitions?” I 
feel conscientious in saying that, with one or two 
exceptions, I never heard one from a Calvinistic 
mouth that contained less than ten; and I have 
heard a great many that contained as many as fifty. 
Is the Almighty deaf, or sleeping, that he must be 
continually importuned for wants, many of which 
exist only in the imagination ? 

Dr. Paley tells us, that to take the name of God 
in vain, is to mention it “when it is useless; and 
it is useless when it is neither intended ror likely 
to serve any good purpose; as when it flows from 
the lips idle and unmeaning; or is apphed upon 
occasiohs inconsistent with any consideration of re- 
ligion or devotion, to express our anger, our earnest- 
ness, Our Courage, or our mirth: or indeed when it 
is used at all except in acts of religion, or in serious 
and seasonable discourses upon religious subjects.” 
Now, the manner in which the clergy at present 
use the name of God in prayer cannot be “in acts 
of religion,” because they violate one of the most 
express injunctions of our Saviour in so doing. 
Therefore, without examining this definition any 
farther, it is my serious opinion that the frequent 
repetition of the name of God in prayer, is neither 
more nor less than so many violations of the com- 
mandment, “Thon shalt not take the name of the 
Lord thy God in vain.” To add insult to profana- 
tion, it is the general practice to wind up a prayer 
of an hour long, with “we are not heard for our 
much speaking.” 

In Calvinistic churches it is the general custom 
of the congregation to stand erect, when the holy 
man commences his petition. But long before the 
parsonified personage is prepared to say “ Amen,” 
a majority of the long faced professors have fallen 
beneath the influence of the spirit, but unfortunate- 
ly that spirit is somnus. I cannot much blame 
them; for as scrupulous as I am to comply with thé 
ceremonies of the place, it‘is with extreme diffi- 
culty that Lean keep from falling asleep beneath 
the somniferous effect of the drowsy petitioner. 
What efficacy is there in such prayers? Does it not 
destroy the effect which rational prayer ought to 
have on a congregation ? 

The collegiate whose mind is not shackled by a 
drowsy, luke-warm religion, and whose actions are 
dictated by the independent spirit which resides in 
his own breast, cannot but feel indignant at forms 
and ceremonies so repugnant to the interests of true 
religion. He is astonished to find the plainest pre- 
cepts of the Author of his religion, treated with 
solemn mockery by those who profess to be Doc- 
tors of the church. And if this spirit does not pos- 
sess that decided character which spurns the unhal- 
lowed encroachments of clerical ambition, he is in 
danger of falling into a total neglect of every reli- 
gious duty. To avoid being a witness of such de- 
generacy is not in his power, if he pays any regard 
to the laws of his institution. Attend chapel he 
must—attend church he must—and as the fruits of 
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his obedience, he must listen to what his reason 
contradicts and his soul abhors. How is it possi- 
ble for him to give a conscientious assent to a prayer 
which contains so many “vain repetitions,” and which 
is distinguished for so “much speaking?” Hence 
the Sabbath becomes to him a day of real misery, 
instead of intellectual comfort and rest. This has 
an unhappy influence on his mind, because he js 
apt to become alienated from the rational duties 
which ought to be performed on that day. We are 
made of flesh and blood; and flesh and blood some- 
times carry us to extremes. What is more natural 
for a person who has been tortured almost out of 
his existence by some quack physician, than to re- 
ject even such operations as may be necessary for 
his recovery? What is more natural for a person 
who has become disgusted with vain and useless cere- 
monies, than to reject even such as are rational ? 

Let us fondly hope that the independent efforts 
of those who dare to rally around the standard of 
religious toleration, may yet succeed in lifting the 
veil that conceals from the multitude the ridicu- 
lous absurdities which disgrace our religion, and 
threaten us with the tyranny of an odious priest- 
hood. 

—_ <j —_ 
From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 
JACOB'S MISTAKES. 

There is a remarkable coincidence between the 
mistakes of Jacob concerning his brother Esau’s 
disposition and character, and the mistakes of many 
people with respect to the character of our Heaven- 
ly Father. Jacob supposed that his brother was 
his enemy, and was afraid to fall into his hands. 
He omitted to make no sacrifices which he thought 
would have a tendency to appease him. His first 
attempt was to interest his brother in his favour by 
giving him a knowledge of his success while with 
Laban, and of the variety and extent of his posses- 
sions. When he heard that his brother with a reti- 
nue was coming, to meet him, the thought came 
not near his heart that his brother loved him. His 
prayer to Almighty God then was, “ Deliver me, I 
pray thee, from the hand of my brother: for I fear 
him, lest he will come and smite me, and the mother 
with the children.” He then prepared a very valu- 
able present for his brother to obtain an interest in 
him and find grace in his sight. It consisted of 
“two hundred she-goats and twenty he-goats, two 
hundred ewes and twenty rams, thirty milch camels 
with their colts, forty kine and ten bulls, twenty she- 
asses and ten foals.” “1 will appease him,” said 
he, “ with the present that goeth before me, and af- 
terward I will see his face; peradventure he will 
accept of me.” When he saw Esau coming, he 
made such a disposition of his household as he 
thought would tend best to secure the dearest mem- 
bers thereof from his brother’s wrath. He passed 
on toward his brother, bowing to the ground as he 
went, until he drew near. I imagine that I see 
him trembling, his countenance pale with guilt. 
Esau rushes to meet him ; and to his utter but joy- 
ful disappointment, his brother falls upon his neck 
and kisses him, and they mingle their tears. 
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How many people there are who constantly live 


in the most slavish fear of Almighty God! They 
mmagine that he is their enemy. They can conceive 
of nothing more dreadful than to fall into his hands 
before he is appeased. And no sacrifices are thought 
too great to gain his favour. This is considered of 
so much importance that the principal inquiries of 
their spiritual leaders are, “ Have you obtained an 
interest in Christ?” “Have you made your peace 
with God ?” “Have you found grace in his sight ?” 

Jacob was alarmed on account of his children. 
“] fear him,” says he, “lest he come and smite me, 
and the mother with the children;” and yet he 
knew that his wife and children had never done 
any thing to incur the displeasure of his brother. 
™housands of christians have mourned without hope 
over their little ones, whoin they supposed the Al- 
mighty would destroy. Not, however, on account 
of any thing they had done, but for the sins of their 
great progenitors. 

The writer cannot but indulge the joyful expecta- 
tion that these people will meet with a disappoint- 
ment far more sweet than that of Jacob: that they 
will find in God a Father and a friend, whose love 
and grace cannot be purchased or abated ; who re- 
quires not our burnt offerings, our calves of a year 
old, our thousands of rams, our ten thousands of 
rivers of oil, our first born for our transgressions, or 
the fruit of our bodies for the sin of our souls: but 
who requires this, and this alone, that we should do 
justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with our God. 

— 
MORAL INFLUENCE OF ORTHODOXY. 
PART OF A SERMON FROM JER. Vi. 14. 
~ They have healed also the hurt of the daughter of 


my people slightly, saying, Peace, Peace, when 


there is no peace.” 

Every one knows that a wound may be so man- 
aged by a surgeon as to heal slightly over, appear 
cured, and after all be left in a worse condition than 
ever, to fester in secret, and to eat away the life of 
the victim. Such is the case mentioned in our text: 
“they have healed also the hurt of the daughter of 
my people slightly.” 

They who had been guilty of this mismanage- 
ment, were the prophets and priests; as we dis- 
eover by the preceding verse: “from the prophet 
even unto the priest, every one dealeth falsely; they 
have healed also the hurt of the daughter of my 
people slightly.” The Lord hath prepared us, by 
what he said in the end of the foregoing chapter, to 
expect no better result from the management of 
this parsonified class: “A wonderful and horrid 
thing is committed in the land; the prophets pro- 
phesy falsely, and the priests bear rule by their 
means; and my people love to have it so.” Chap. 
v. 30, 31. 

It scarcely needs to be remarked, that by the 
wound which had been thus slightly healed, we are 
to understand a sinful disposition, an inclination 
to transgress: the worst and most malignant wound 
that ever afflicted human nature. 

And the plain meaning of our text, when divested 





of its figurative dress, is, that the prophets and 
priests of that age, pretended to heal the moral dis 
orders of the people, and finally professed to have 
actually done it, saying, “ Peace, Peace,” but that, 
after all, they had, in reality, succeeded no farther 
than-to render the people what Christ afterwards 
pronounced them, like whited sepulchres, fair with- 
out, but within full of all manner of uncleanness. 
All they had done was but outside appearance ; the 
hearts of the people they had left as sinful as ever. 

But it is of little use to call up the faults and mis- 
management of a set of priests who lived two or 
three thousand years ago, unless their mistakes may 
serve to detect similar mismanagements among 
ourselves. Was it only in the days of Jeremiah, 
that the priests were ever liable to fall into such a 
pernicious mistake? Let us see. 

Let us examine the medicines and treatment used 
by the priests of latter times, to heal the hurt of the 
daughter of God’s people. Let us see whether the 
doctrines and modes of preaching now generally re- 
lied upon to reform the world, are, in their natural 
influence, salutary, and calculated to effect this 
purpose. We will begin where those doctrines be- 
gin, with the character they attribute to human na- 
ture. You all know that it is a fundamental article 
of orthodoxy, that all mankind in their natural state 
are totally depraved. 'This notion runs through the 
whole range of common preaching, and leavens 
every portion of religious instiuction which ortho- 
doxy affords. Now my friends, what is the natural 
influence of this one sentiment,—total depravity? 
It certainly teaches sinners that they cannot render 
themselves worse, do what they will, than they al- 
ready are ; for who was ever go stupid as to imagine 
that man could become more than wholly depraved! 
But is this salutary? Is it not on the contrary high- 
ly pernicious to destroy all apprehension of greater 
criminality, and thus to remove that natural caution 
which preserves the regular and the prudent from 
the excesses of wickedness? But this is not all; 
this system teaches mankind not only that they can- 
not render themselves worse, but also that they can- 
not make themselves better, than they already are. 
My friends, I do not misrepresent this system, when 
I say it requires men, on pain of eternal damnation, 
to believe that they can produce no change, no 
improvement in their minds which will be really 
for the better; and that, until God sees fit to effect a 
miraculous change, contrary to their whole nature, 
all their actions, and all their thoughts, be they 
seemingly good or bad, are alike infinitely wicked, 
and offensive in his sight. Preachers often tell sin- 
ners, in so many words, that to break off their 
vicious habits and to reform their lives, is to do 
nothing at all toward gaining the one thing need- 
ful ; and that to devote their attention to this, is in 
fact, only to lay a snare to entrap themselves in hell 
with the deluded moralists. Such is the doctrine 
which thousands who do not believe a word of it, 
still support, because they think it the best calcu- 
lated to promote morality! 1 have often reflected 
on the subject; and if an individual may be allowed 
to “show his opinion” in opposition to half the 
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community, I say that the doctrine of total depravi- 
ty is a poison so powerful, that, if made an import- 
ant part of any system, it must neutralize every 
good property that ever was or ever can be associ- 
ated with it. 

But it will, perhaps, be urged, notwithstanding 
orthodoxy teaches all that has been mentioned, yet 
it also exhorts sinners to repent and to become re- 
ligious ; by threatening endless torment on those 
who refuse or neglect. Let all this be granted; 
though it may be doubted whether it urges the most 
powerful motives. And we will, for the present, 
pass over the absurdity of its exhorting men to do 
what it denounces as damnable heresy to imagine 
they can do any thing about, we will only ask, What 
ts the great work which it thus urges, and would 
compel people to perform? Answer: to fear hell; 
and to be willing to be damned. My friends, we 
have not accustomed ourselves to inquire, with suf- 
ficient attention, into the object of the affecting ex- 
hortations and appalling threatenings of orthodoxy. 
Let us be more particular. Is it to forsake their 
evil courses, to reform their conduct, to repent of 
the several sins they themselves have committed, 
and to commit them no more, that sinners are ex- 
horted? No. Indeed this is by no means the great, 
the all-important duty. Preachers of the doctrine 


under consideration, take particular pains to cau- 
tion the sinner against mistaking this for the “ one 


thing needful.” This, they declare, is not religion, 
but dead morality ; with all of which, one may just 
as well be damned, as without it. They sometimes 
inform us, how particular persons have lost the 
spirit of conviction, in this way; and thus seared 
their consciences, and sealed their dreadful doom. 
The Lord, it is said, had begun to operate on their 
minds; they were in a hopeful way; they had be- 
come aroused from their lethargy, and awakened to 
a sense of their horrible condition. But, alas! the 
devil came, and told them to amend their moral 
characters; and they, deluded victims, took up 
with the fatal advice, aud so sunk again into their 
false security, to awake no more till they shall 
awake in hell! 

Indeed, it is not uncommon for these preachers 
to say, expressly, that the abandoned wretch is in 
a fairer way of religion, than the virtuous, moral 
man. 

What is it, then, that they mean by exhorting us 
to repentance? Why, they mean that we should 
repent, not so much of our own paiticular vices or 
crimes, but of that desperately wicked nature, with 
which it is said we were born into the world; or 
rather, that we should be alarmed on account of it. 
They mean that we should feel ourselves to be the 
subjects of God’s wrath and curse, on account of 
this nature ; that we should despair of altering our 
condition ; and be brought to realize that nothing 
but a miracle on the part of heaven can afford us 
relief. These are the prime objects of all their ex- 
hortations, of all their promises and threatenings. 
However great we may suppose the force which 
their system can exert, we must remember that all 
that force is concentrated to such points as these, 





and here expended. Morality, or natural Virtue, 
instead of finding her cause warmly patronized by 
it, is treated rather as a heathen, vainly intruding 
herself into christian company. Ibid. 
<j 
From the New- York Spectator. 
PRIESTCRAFT, ROYALTY, AND BLAS. 
PHEMY COMBINED. 

We hardly know whether we shall be excused 
for inserting the following extract from a London 
paper of a letter from Spain, giving an account of 
the most outrageous act of blasphemous villany 
ever heard of, committed by an impudent Francis- 
can clothed in sacerdotal robes. The blasphemous 
presumption it exhibits, chills the blood at the bare 
recital, and fills the mind with unutterable horror, 
of the wretch who planned and executed such an 
infamous scheme, to practise upon the superstitious 
bigotry and ignorance of men who are slaves to the 
iron-hearted despotism of a weak, pusillanimous, 
and cruel monarch, drunk with power, and dead to 
all sentiments of liberality and justice, slaves also to 
the most impious deceptions of abandoned priests, 
practised in the name of the ALMIGHTY, in order 
to uphold the blood-stained throne of the tyrant! 

Who but must feel for the wretched condi- 
tion of a people thus goaded by unrelenting des- 
potism, and cheated and deceived continually by 
the abominations of a corrupt priesthood, who plun- 
der from them in the name of religion whatsoever 
they covet? And who will not breathe fervent as- 
pirations to that ALMIGHTY BEING who is thus im- 
piously insulted, that he will hasten the time of 
their deliverance, and send among them the pure 
light of religion and liberty ? 

“ His holiness the Pope has lately pronounced the 
beatification of a Spanish Franciscan, named Ju- 
bein. Among the numberless miracles attributed to 
this holy monk, is one of having resuscitated several! 
couple of half-roasted fowls, which, at his command, 
took wing from the spit, and flew away with most 
miraculous velocity. The age of miracles may be 
over in other countries, but not in Spain, for it was 
no longer ago than last year that the following very 
remarkable one took place, and which is firmly be- 
lieved by all white (blancos) Spaniards. During 
the great drought of last summer, prayers were of- 
fered up in all churches for rain, and among others 
in that of the village of Las Cabezas de San Juan, in 
Andalusia, where the unfortunate Riego proclaimed 
the Constitution. But it was in vain that the pa- 
tron Saint Nicholas was worried with prayers, he 
was, it seems, not a wet saint, for not a drop of rain 
fell. However, on a Sunday, as the faithful were 
at their devotions in his church, they perceived a 
letter in the hand of the saint. Some of the most 
devout approached to take it; but though Saint 
Nicholas de las Cabezas de San Juan is of no more 
yielding material than wood, yet he raised the hand 
in which he held the letter, which was taken as an 
unequivocal sign that he was unwilling to deliver 
it. ‘The cure, being informed of the circumstance, 
came in full canonicals to the saint, and prayed 
him humbly to give him the letter, which the saint, 
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by lowering his hand, acceded to, and the cure took 
the mission and read it to the congregation, to their 
infinite edification. It was couched in the following 
terms: 

« Abodes of the Blessed, May 1, 1824. 

«“ My beloved Nicholas—I have heard your con- 
tinual pray ers to me to send down tain upon your 
country: you have, no doubt, forgotten the crimes 
with which your rebel village is stained, and which 
are the cause of the drought which now afflicts un- 
fortunate Spain. It is in vain that you ask for wa- 
ter, at present it is impossible for me to oblige you. 
Except rain, ask any thing else you wish from 

“ Your affectionate, 
(Signed) “THE ETERNAL FATHER.” 

This miracle was of public nototiety, and made a 
considerable noise, not only in Andalusia, but all 
over Spain. Even at present, should any one be 
imprudent enough to express any doubt of it before 
the brave inhabitants of Las Cabezas de San Juan, 
he would run considerable risk of broken bones, if 


not loss of life. Lon. Pap. 
—<>>-—__ 
ARTICLES OF THE CHURCH OF 
ENGLAND. 


Art. xxxi. Of the one oblation of Christ finished 
upon the Cross. 

“The offering of Christ once made, is that per- 
fect redemption, propitiation, and satisfaction for 
all the sins of the whole world, both orignal and 
actual; and there is none other satisfaction for sin, 
but that alone.” 

The terms “redemplion, propitiation, and satis- 
faction,” are admitted, we believe, by the religious 
of every sect, to contain and express the whole of 
the benefit which shall result to mankind from the 
mission and mediation of Jesus Christ. It is also 
fully admitted that the offering of Christ has been 
made once. The propositions therefore, stand in 
effect as follows—The offering of Christ has been 
made once. The offering of Christ once made is 
perfect. It is a redemption, propitiation, and satis- 
faction for all the sins of the whole world. The 
sins of the whole world are either original, or ac- 
tual, or both. There is none other satisfaction for 
sin, but that alone ; that is, the perfect redemption, 
propitiation, and satisfaction of Christ’s offering 
once made. 

We have never seen words put together which 
teach an unconditional and universal salvation in a 
stronger and clearer manner. But mankind think 
differently ; or, perhaps, they will not think at all. 
With a view to impress the subject moré deeply, we 
will consider the reverse of the propositions; the 
reader must then make his choice. 

The offering of Christ once made, is nof a per- 
fect redemption, propitiation, and satisfaction for all 
the sins of the whole world, both original and ac- 
tual; for there ts another satisfaction for sin, beside 
that of Christ’s. Common sense must cry aloud to 
every man, that a perfect redemption cannot be de- 
ficient, or fail of redeeming. Also, that an tmper- 
fect redemption cannot redeem. The Episcopal 


redemption.is perfect. That it will redeem from 
all sin, original and actual. That it will redeem the 
whole world from all sin. They go farther. They 
say, that there is none other satisfaction for sin but 
that alone. Now for their consisiency. 

They eternally damn mankind by thousands, to 
Hell, fire, and Devils, when their redemption is 
perfect—when a perfect satisfaction and propitia- 
tion has been made for all their sins! Was ever in- 
sanity more madly wild than this? Alas! for saints 
in lawn! They damn their fellow-sinners when 
their redemption is perfect, and when themselves 
have solemnly declared there is none other. How 
horrible is the condition of mankind! There is no 
redemption, propitiation, or satisfaction for their 
sins, except that which is perfect, and they are 
eternally damned for not procuring a better! 

——<jp-—_ 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Was a Universalist to express a confidence in the 
atonemeut made by Christ, equivalent to the senti- 
ments contained in the xxxi. article of the Episco- 
pal Church, he would not only be charged with 
heresy, but branded with the epithets of heathen, 
and infidel, and the orisons of the “rigidly righ- 
teous” would be poured forth either for his conver- 
sion or his damnation, as the case may be. Were 
he to assure his Episcopal brethren in the language 
of their own creed, that “ redemption, propitiation, 
and satisfaction for all the sins of the whole world, 
both original and actual,” was accomplished by 
Christ,—nay, were he to tell them in the language 
of inspiration itself, that Christ was the Saviour of 
all men, he would be given to understand, that } 
faith, repentance, and good works were necessary to " 
render the blood of the Saviour efficacious, (the th 
above scripture and article of faith to the contrary | 
notwithstanding. ) 

Reader, have you ever believed that in conse- 
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quence of the sin of your first parents, you are liable 4 
to eternal punishment? You are informed that ; 
“Christ hath made satisfaction.” Have you been ! 
guilty of “actual” transgression? your “redemption : 
is perfected.” The atonement has been made, not 13 
for your sins only, but for the “sins of the whole Hi 
world, both original and actual.” Give yourself no ts 
uneasiness, therefore, about your eternal destiny, if 7 
you have been froward and violated the laws of i 
God and man, you can make no satisfaction; the ¥ 
offering of Christ hath already made it, “ and there : 
is none other satisfaction for sin, but that alone ;” yy 
as per Article xxxi. of the Episcopal Church. 4 





ST. PIERRE. 





— —— Soe 
A WAY TO HONOUR THE SABBATH. t 
A layman recently in conversation with an or- 
thodox clergyman relative to the observance of the 
Sabbath, approved of travelling on that day, when a 
necessary business called for it.-€fe asked the cler- : 
gyman what the traveller should do, who had only 
money sufficient to defray his expenses on the road, 
provided he should proceed with all convenient ex- 
pedition, if he should tarry in a strange place at a 

















Church have proclaimed to the world that Christ’s 





public house over the Sabbath, and incur an ex- 
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pense which his means would not enable lim to de- 
fray ? “ Why, replied the clergyman, “the traveller 
had better cheat the tavern-keeper out of two day’s 
keeping, than to cheat the Lord out of one Sab- 
bath !” 
Query. 


duty ? 


How long has cheating been a religious 


—>—- 
From the (New-York) Telescope. 
THE CHAFF AND THE WHEAT. 
The following communication is from a respectable 
citizen, and may be relied upon as strictly true. 

It was on one of those evenings, in which it is 
pleasant to walk about and visit some of those de- 
lightful promenades, that I found myself on the Bat- 
tery ; not having found any more covenient seat to 
rest upon than was afforded on the railing of the Bat- 
tery, and although not a very comfortable seat, many 
hundreds were glad to rest their weary limbs upon 
it, notwithstanding, if they had been so unfortunate 
as to make the least slip of hand or foot, they might 
have been dashed to pieces on the: rocks and stones 
below, or plunged in the water. After having been 
sufficiently refreshed to proceed, on my return, I 
stepped into the brick meeting-house in Beekman- 
street, and heard the preacher descanting upon the 
text respecting the separation of the wheat and chaff. 
He stated that there was no difficulty in discrimina- 
ting who among the many multitudes were com- 
parable to the wheat, and who were the chaff—and 
without any exception or qualification whatever, de- 
clared that all those who contributed to the support 
of Missionary and Bible Societies, were the wheat, 
and would enjoy everlasting felicity; and that all 
those who clogged the wheels of the gospel carriage 
{as he was pleased to term them) or withheld their 
aid, were the chaff, and would be burnt eternally in 
the fire unquenchable ! ! 

—>——- 
AN ADVOCATE OF THE TRUTH 
WANTED. 

The editor of this paper has recently received a 
letter from Pinckneyville, (S. C.) containing an ur- 
gent request to obtain a preacher who is sound in the 
faith of Abraham, that in Christ all the families of 
the earth shall be blessed, who will locate himself 
at the place above-mentioned. It is deemed pro- 
per to give publicity in this manner to the request of 
our Southern Brethren, as the best method of ensu- 
ring success. Our brother editors are requested to 
give publicity to this article. 

—>—- 
UNIVERSALIST CHAPEL. 


The corner stone of the Universalist Chapel in 
Providence, (R. I.) was laid July 18th. The House 
first erected by the Universalist Society in that 
place, was a short time since destroyed by fire. 

—p>— 
THE GENERAL CONVENTION 

Of Universalists of the New-England States, will 
bold their annual session at Hartianp, (Vt.) on 





the 21st and 22d of September nest. 


A HOUSE OF WORSHIP 

Is now building at Saratoga Springs, of brick, 46 
by 50 feet. The corner stone was laid June 14th, 
The Society at this place call themselves “ Restora- 


tionists.” 
—=>—- 


A NEW ASSOCIATION 
Has been formed by Universalists in the interior 
of this state, denominated * Tue Cuataugvure As- 
sociation oF UNiIvERSALISTS.” 
—> 
THE EASTERN ASSOCIATION 
Of Universalists convened in Wayne, (Me.) July 
6th, according to adjournment. 
— ee 
From the Maine Baptist. 


And now abideth Faith, Hope, ard Charity, these three, 
But the greatest of these is Charity. 
1 Cor. xiii. 13. 

Three sisters, of one heavenly parent born, 
Religion brighten, and the church adorn ; 
The eldest, Faith, with Revelation’'s eyes, 
Through Reason’s shades, the realms of bliss descrics, 
Brings heaven, in realizing prospect home, 
And antedates the happiness to come! 
The second, Hope, with life-bestowing smile, 
Lightens each wo, and softens human toil ; 
Bidding the thought-dejected heart ascend 
To that blest place where ev'ry care shall end— 
The youngest, Charity, a seraph guest, 
With clement goodness warms the social breast ; 
Her boundless view and comprehensive mind 
Sees and pursues the weal of human kind. 
And taught to emulate the throne above, 
Grasps all creation in the links of love! 

Yet two of these, though daughters of the sky, 
Boast short duration and are born to die ; 
For Faith shall end in vision, Hope in joy ; 
While Charity, immortal and sublime, 
Shall mock the darts of death and wreck of time ; 
When nature sinks, herself the prey of fire, 
And all the monuments of art expire ; 
She shall emerge triumphant from the flame, 
The same her lustre and her worth the same, 
Confess'd shall shine to saints and angels known, 
Approv'd, distinguish’d near the eternal throne. 


——. 
SELECTED. 


Hail! sov’reign Goodness! infinite and free ; 
Thine eye the light, thy span immensity ! 

Thyself the centre, and creation’s soul! 

Whose vast circumference circumscribes the whole : 
Extends o’er al! its penetrating sway, 

And kindles darkness, or puts out the day. 

From whom conceal'd no secret thought can rise, 
Escape thy notice, or deceive thine eyes, 

Known ere its birth, knowr ere in embryo warm Jd, 
By words depicted or in action form’d ; 

Trac'd from its point thy spirit marks its course, 
Directs its motion, or repels its force. 

To gain some end, or frustrate some design, 

Alike thy justice, and thy love combine. 

Searcher of hearts! to thee are equal kaown 

The mind of millions, as the mind of one. 

Who would not fear, who would not kiss thy hand! 
Fall at thy word, or rise at thy command ? 
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